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Dear Club Secretary,






5th May 2021
Ref :- FAI Rules of the Association (effective 11th September 2020- Rule 36)
The Kildare & District Football League in order to comply with Sections of the above Rules (Full details below) hereby request your Club to confirm on the Section at the end of this letter that your Club comply with all relevant Sections.
Please read through all Sections of the above Rule carefully and confirm by signing in the indicated area. 

Failure to return this completed for immediately may result in your Club’s fixtures being forfeited.
Please note if you have any players who are minors (Under 18 years of age) competing in the KDFL the enclosed Rule applies.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I ______________________________Secretary of ____________________________________ 
____________________________________Football Club, competing in the KDFL 2021 Season 

confirm our Club comply with all Sections of Rule 36 FAI Rules of the Association (effective 11th September 2020)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please return the completed form by the Wednesday 26th May 2021 Failure to do so may result in disciplinary action being imposed by the Executive. 

Signed

____________________________________

Regina Casey,

League Secretary,

Kildare & District Football League. 

RULE 36. THE PROTECTION AND WELFARE OF CHILDREN (PERSONS 

UNDER THE AGE OF 18) AND VULNERABLE PERSONS.

1. General

a) The protection and welfare of children and vulnerable persons as defined in the 

FAI Child Welfare and Safeguarding Policy is of paramount importance to the FAI. 

Any act, statement, conduct or other matter which harms a child/children or 

vulnerable persons, or poses or may pose a risk of harm to a child/children or

vulnerable persons, shall constitute behaviour which is improper and brings the 

game into disrepute. The FAI Child Welfare and Safeguarding Policy sets out how 

all matters pertaining to the protection and welfare of children and vulnerable 

persons are governed. 

b) It is mandatory that all Members and Participants shall comply with all FAI rules, 

regulations, codes, policies and guidelines in respect of child protection, the 

protection of vulnerable persons and the welfare of both. 

c) It is mandatory that all Members and Participants shall comply with all legislation 

and guidelines issued by any Statutory Authority in respect of child protection, the 

protection of vulnerable persons and the welfare of both. 

d) All Members and Participants are responsible for ensuring that their members are 

made aware of and understand their legal and football obligations in respect of 

child protection, the protection of vulnerable persons and the welfare of both. 

2. (Designated Liaison Persons and Children’s Officers)

a) All Affiliated Members shall appoint a person to be responsible for all child 

protection, the protection of vulnerable persons and welfare matters within their 

organisation. In accordance with legislation, this person shall be known as the 

“Designated Liaison Person”. The Designated Liaison Person shall be the person 

holding the highest office within the football body however day to day duties may 

be delegated to a suitable person who shall be known as a “Children’s Officer””. 

In accordance with legislation, the Children’s Officer will also be referred to as the 

“relevant person” within the affiliated member’s organisation with regards the 

organisation’s child safeguarding statement.

b) The Designated Liaison Person and Children’s Officer shall ensure that they 

discharge their duties in accordance with any legislation and all FAI rules, Part B) Football Association of Ireland Rules effective from 11th September 2020
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regulations, codes, policies and guidelines in respect of child protection, the 

protection of vulnerable persons and the welfare of both. 

3. Vetting Obligations

a) All those engaging with persons under the age of eighteen (18) and/or vulnerable 

persons shall be Garda Vetted. 

b) All Designated Children’s Officers, Designated Liaison Persons, Chairpersons and 

Secretaries of each Affiliated Member involved with teams that are competing in 

any age group up to and including Under 18’s and/or vulnerable persons shall be 

Garda Vetted.

c) All coaches or those involved with the management of any team that are competing 

in any age group up to and including Under 18’s and/or vulnerable persons shall 

be Garda Vetted. 

d) Any other person working or volunteering with children and/or vulnerable persons 

in any capacity on behalf of an Affiliated Member shall be Garda Vetted. It is the 

responsibility of the football body concerned to determine the persons within their 

organisation who this applies to subject to the relevant legislation and guidelines.

e) Failure to ensure that persons are vetted in accordance with Rules and/or legislation 

may result in disciplinary action against the individual and/or Affiliated Member 

and may also constitute a legal offence under relevant legislation. 

f) Affiliated Members shall not accept confirmation of the Garda Vetting status of 

any individual prior to confirmation being received by the individual from the FAI 

that the Garda Vetting of the individual is in order, which the individual will receive 

in the form of written correspondence. It is the responsibility of each Club, League 

and Provincial Association, who engage individuals, to ensure that they have 

received a copy of a completed vetting application letter issued by the FAI from 

the individual. No letter other than that issued by the FAI can be accepted. 

g) In addition to carrying out Garda Vetting, all Affiliated Members shall follow safe 

recruitment practices, as outlined in the FAI Child Welfare and Safeguarding

Policy, when engaging persons to work or volunteer with children and/or 

vulnerable persons within their organisation.

4. Vetting Applications

a) The FAI shall provide a Garda Vetting service to all Members. Applications for 

vetting may be made through the Children’s Officer of the relevant football body 

or the person responsible for the vetting applications with the relevant football body 

or directly through the FAI. 

b) The FAI shall be solely responsible for the approval of all vetting applications and 

final determination on disclosures provided by the National Vetting Bureau in 

accordance with the FAI Child Welfare and Safeguarding Policy. 

c) All persons shall complete their vetting application in good faith and shall ensure 

all information provided is accurate, complete and up to date. Providing false or 

incorrect information carries legal penalties.Part B) Football Association of Ireland Rules effective from 11th September 2020
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d) All matters, disclosed as part of the Garda Vetting application shall remain 

confidential to FAI authorised personnel, the applicant, the Child Welfare and 

Safeguarding Committee, Statutory Authorities, and are stored in line with General 

Data Protection Regulations. However, approvals and rejections shall be notified 

to all relevant football personnel in accordance with the FAI Child Welfare and 

Safeguarding Policy. 

5. Education and Training

a) All coaches or those involved with the management of any team that are competing 

in any age group up to and including Under 18 or vulnerable persons shall complete 

an FAI approved Safeguarding One “Basic Awareness” training course. 

b) Any person working or volunteering with children or vulnerable persons in any 

capacity on behalf of an Affiliated Member shall complete an FAI approved 

Safeguarding One “Basic Awareness” training course. It is the responsibility of the 

football body concerned to determine the appropriate persons within their 

organisation who this applies to, subject to the relevant legislation and guidelines. 

c) Failure to ensure that the appropriate persons have completed the FAI approved 

training course may result in disciplinary action against the individual and/or 

Affiliated Member and may also constitute a legal offence under relevant 

legislation. 

d) Affiliated Members shall not accept confirmation of completion of an approved 

FAI training course from any individual prior to the individual receiving

confirmation from the FAI in the form of a certificate which should be presented 

to the Affiliated Member from the FAI. 

6. Stand Down Orders

a) Any person who is the subject of a complaint or inquiry by a Statutory Authority 

in relation to any child welfare, young person or vulnerable person concern shall 

be issued with a stand down order from all football activities. This order shall be 

issued by the Child Welfare and Safeguarding Manager of the FAI or any Affiliated 

Member, pending the outcome of any inquiry and any subsequent internal 

disciplinary proceedings. Terms of a Stand Down Order must be complied with.

b) Affiliated Members shall immediately notify the FAI of any Stand Down Order

issued. 

c) The FAI may also issue a stand down order in circumstances where concerns are 

raised with the FAI outside of a Statutory Authority investigation. An Affiliated 

Member may also issue a Stand Down Order in these circumstances, however the 

FAI Child Welfare and Safeguarding Manager must immediately be informed as 

per the Child Welfare and Safeguarding Policy.

d) Stand Down Orders shall be issued, managed and lifted in accordance with FAI 

Child Welfare and Safeguarding Policy.

7. Disciplinary

Anyone who breaches these Rules or commits any other offence relating to child 

protection, the protection of vulnerable persons and welfare may be subject to sanction, Part B) Football Association of Ireland Rules effective from 11th September 2020
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up to and including a ban from membership, by the FAI Child Welfare and 

Safeguarding Committee and/or FAI Disciplinary Bodies.
